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CONTACT US 

Church Office: 
fremontfumc@gpcom.net  //402-721-0817   

www.fremontfirstumc.org 
 

Rev. Bill Gepford - Senior Pastor 
bill@fremontfirstumc.org // 913-284-9667 

 
Rev. Doug Smith  - Associate Pastor  

racnrev51@twc.com // 402-277-0672 

 

    Att.          Amt. 
  
July 28   288  11685 
Aug. 4    259  3749 
Aug. 11   206  4707 
Aug. 18  185  4136 
Aug. 25  289  4359 
Vanco Online Giving   -       $8700 
Avg. Attendance in 2018  -    262 

FOR THE RECORD 

EVENTS!  

CAMP FONTANELLE FALL FESTIVAL!  

Sunday // September 15th // Camp Fontanelle // 11 am - 5:30 pm 

Family fun for all! Opening of the 12th Annual Corn Maze. 11 a.m. worship. Meal will be served following worship service 
until 3pm. Silent auction ends at 2 pm when Quilt auction begins, hayrack rides, pumpkins, live entertainment, petting 
barn, inflatable bouncer, jumping pillow, tree climbing, zipline rides, and much more! Free will donations are accepted, 
there will be a fee for the corn maze, ziplining, and laser tag.  

MONROE MINISTRIES!  

Sept. 12 // Shopping and Lunch // Wayne, NE 

Join us on a road trip to Wayne, NE. We will be 
visiting antique shops, a fabric shop, and have 

lunch! On our way home we will be stopping at 
the Native 32 Winery in West Point, NE. Call the 

office or sign up in the Fireside Room, if you’d 
like to join us!  

THANK YOU  

Carolyn Smith would like to thank those that made her a lap blanket. It is beautiful, and is so soft. Your thoughtfulness is 
greatly appreciated.  

Edie Ronhovde and Marcia Fouracre would like to thank the people that volunteered for the summer lunch program! 
They were extremely appreciative of what we did to help them prepare and serve meals for the children of Fremont.  

Claude Harder and Jan Van Horn would like to thank the 53 volunteers for breaking a record by stuffing, taping and ad-
dressing 3,464 pieces of mail for the Camp Fontanelle mailing, in 1 hour and 15 minutes! They would also like to thank 
the people who brought food for the occasion.  

We’d like to congratulate Kylie Schurz on receiving the Girl Scout Gold Award! After learning about the health benefits of 
crocheted octopus toys for premature babies, she brought a beneficial project to the Fremont Hospital, and taught mem-
bers of our church and her troop how to crochet them. This was intended to remind them of their umbilical cords.  

We’d like to congratulate Dr. Mitchell and Nicole Weber on the baptism of their son, Harrison James Weber! He was 
baptized at the 11 am service on August 25th.  

CONGRATULATIONS  

DIRECTOR OF DISCIPLESHIP 

Meet Jill Harman!  

She is our new Director of Discipleship.  Read about her a little more on the 
next page!  

CONFIRMATION  

There will be an informational meeting for 8th graders and their parents on 
Sunday, September 8th at 10 am about confirmation for 2019-2020.  



MESSAGE FROM PASTOR BILL  
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Dear Fremont First UMC,  
 
It is my joy to announce the hiring if the newest member of our staff team here at Fremont First United Meth-
odist Church!  
Jill Harman joins us as our new Director of Discipleship!  Jill will lead our youth ministry and adult discipleship 
efforts.  She has extensive experience that will serve her well, and is currently making progress towards a sem-
inary degree.  Her passion and knowledge will be invaluable as we continue to grow in our capacity to be an 
inviting community, growing in faith, and serving our neighbors.  We had a huge number of candidates, and I’m 
grateful for the work of our Staff Parish Team and their leadership in this process.   
Jill joins us from the Salvation Army’s Kroc Center in Omaha, where she serves as Youth Engagement Manag-
er, working in restorative justice and interactive family worship.   
She is currently pursuing theological education through Emmanuel Theological seminary, and has a deep de-
sire to grow in her faith and her capacity to lead people to a deeper understanding of God’s grace.  I was per-
sonally impressed by her enthusiasm for discipleship, and her commitment to God’s grace for all people.   
 
While Jill will officially start after Labor Day, I wanted you to have a chance to hear from her in her own 
words:  
1. Who inspires you? 
While I count myself fortunate to have many in my life who inspire me, I want to share with you a little about my col-
league, my professional and personal mentor, and most importantly, my dear friend Jen Hill. Jen has the innate and au-
thentic ability to immediately put anyone at ease. She has mastered the gentle art of being gentle—of kindness and for-
giveness, sensitivity and thoughtfulness and generosity and humility, and good old-fashioned love. Jen exudes Christ’s 
love for humanity simply and organically. She does this not so that she can boast, but because she genuinely lives through 
Christ and breathes through the Spirit. Jen believes that all people have a seat at the table, and she always makes sure 
that there is lots of room. Jen Hill inspires me to love God first in all that I am, and to love people always. 
2. What is your favorite way to relax? 
I relax best and most through commune with God’s creation. I love being outside and breathing in the crisp autumn air or 
experiencing the exhilarating silver white wonderland of the first snow. Whether I’m out for a walk with my pups or 
sitting on my deck with a beloved book, the beauty of creation puts me at ease and re-centers my spirit. 
3. What excites you about what you will be doing at Fremont First UMC? 
I am thrilled to join your family at Fremont First UMC! The Greek word for community is koinonia which is Christian fel-
lowship or communion, with God or, more commonly, with fellow Christians. I love the beauty of the authentic commun-
ion you have with one another, and I am excited to join in the fellowship. Paul writes in Romans 12 about the community 
of Christ being one body, and in that body, we do not all have the same function. Paul says in Romans 12 starting in verse 
6, “We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; 
the teacher, in teaching, the exporter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, 
in cheerfulness.” We are all called to be disciples of Christ and once we realize that we are part of God’s narrative of re-
demption, and that the incredible gifts we have each been given are to lead others toward the cross, we realize our pur-
pose. I am so excited to continue to discover our gifts, strengthen our walk, and point people to Jesus together! 
 
What is God doing in your life? 

There are many things I can say about who I am. The titles in which I take pride are Wife, Step-Mom, Dog-Mom, Daugh-
ter, Sister, Friend, and Child of God. I am also a student of theology, a reader, a writer, a nature-freak, and coffee addict. 
More deeply, I am a sojourner on a journey. One of my favorite pieces of literature is Jayber Crow by Wendell Berry. The 
main character, Jayber, voices something that so beautifully encapsulates my own journey. He says, 
“If you could do it, I suppose, it would be a good idea to live your life in a straight line - starting, say, in the Dark Wood of Error, 
and proceeding by logical steps through Hell and Purgatory and into Heaven. Or you could take the King’s Highway past the 
appropriately named dangers, toils, and snares, and finally cross the River of Death and enter the Celestial City. But that is not 
the way I have done it, so far. I am a pilgrim, but my pilgrimage has been wandering and unmarked. Often what has looked like a 
straight line to me has been a circling or a doubling back. I have been in the Dark Wood of Error any number of times. I have 
known something of Hell, Purgatory, and Heaven, but not always in that order. The names of many snares and dangers have 
been made known to me, but I have seen them only in looking back. Often I have not known where I was going until I was al-
ready there. I have had my share of desires and goals, but my life has come to me or I have gone to it mainly by way of mistakes 
and surprises. Often I have received better than I deserved. Often my fairest hopes have rested on bad mistakes. I am an igno-
rant pilgrim, crossing a dark valley. And yet for a long time, looking back, I have been unable to shake off the feeling that I have 
been led - make of that what you will.”  I am an ignorant pilgrim, and I would be remiss if I did not say that I will relive the 
path that Jayber so appropriately describes several times over. However, I am an ignorant pilgrim who has felt the 

overwhelming and ceaseless beauty of grace. Life pulls us all in so many directions, and it can be so easy to end up in the 
dark wood of error any number of times. But God promises us that He will never leave us, and in fact, will always come to 
get us. The parable of the lost sheep comforts us in that notion. In the Gospel of Luke Chapter 15 starting in verse 4 he 
says, “Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilder-
ness and go after the one that is lost until he finds it? When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices.” 
There is comfort in the realization that God will always come search for me, but the beauty is in the notion that he will lay 
me on his shoulders so that I may find rest. I find blessed assurance in the resting place I have in Christ. God’s work in my 
life in eminent and never-ending, and for this, I am grateful. He is certainly the potter to my clay, and I am filled with grati-
tude that he finds beauty in the cracked earth that is me. God continues to teach me that I am his beloved child and that 
even though I may not walk to the cross in a straight line, it is there, solid and true, waiting for all who are thirsty to come 
and drink. 
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Our September Servant Spotlight is one of our youth, Alexis Cornett! Alexis has been very active in 
the life of First Church.  

Alexis helps make disciples through Vacation Bible School, leading games, discussions and music. She 
also leads children sermons in our Sunday services.  It is very evident that she has a passion for chil-
dren and they love her too. 

She has participated in three Mission trips. Her favorite one was the first one she went on and got to 
help with kids. After the trip, thank you letters arrived, most were addressed to the group, but one 
was addressed just to her from a special child that she worked with on the trip. This truly made her 
feel like she made a difference in someone’s life. 

Alexis also has volunteered at Camp Fontanelle the last couple of years, helping with the zip line, 
pumpkin patch and any where needed.  She has served on church council as our 
youth delegate.  

When she isn’t at church she attends Westside High School and plays softball.  
We are very proud of the role model she is for others and her love for Christ. 

This is why we think Alexis is the true meaning of someone who is  

Seeking Jesus, Making Disciples, and Loving Always.  

SERVANT SPOTLIGHT  

Welcome to a series celebrating some of our Fremont First UMC family as they       

Seek Jesus, Make Disciples, and Love Always.   

Alexis Cornett 

If you have any dishes in the church, we’d like you to come grab them. They are located at the 
bottom of the stairs, outside of the elevator. Thank you for your cooperation, and the donation of 
food.  

If you have changed your phone number, or discarded your landline, please call the church or email us 
your new contact information. Our email is fremontfumc@gpcom.net  

REMINDERS 

SERVING OUR NEIGHBORS 

USHERS 

If you are interested in helping usher the month of September, please contact Makenna in the office, 
and she’ll help you out! Thank you in advance.  
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PHOTOS 
Here are some pictures from the events that we’ve had in the past month. We’d like to thank all of those that have  
shared pictures with us!  

Monroe Ministry Trip to “The Lion King” 
at the IMAX Theatre in Omaha, NE.  

Wednesday, July 31st  

Melissa Gepford, Mike Ronhovde, Jenny 
Paden, and Bill Gepford at “Methodists with 
the Moo!” Friday, August 2nd  

THE MESSENGER 

School supplies donated to Washington Ele-
mentary for the school supply drive! Great job, 

Church!  

Willard Meier and Tori Schwanke at the  

Monroe Summer Luncheon. Wednesday 

August 13th.  

Monroe Trip to Lincoln, to the Quilt 
Museum and Winery!  

Thursday, August 22nd 


