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AN INVITING COMMUNITY, GROWING IN FAITH AND SERVING OUR NEIGHBORS 

On Sunday, October 27th we are going to have a combined worship service followed by a church 
wide brunch and then an open house where you can tour and learn firsthand about many of the pro-
jects that our various lay leadership teams have accomplished over the past few years.  You’ll have 
an opportunity to see the stained glass up close, hear the improvements in the sound system, and 
learn about many of the projects that have happened behind the scenes to allow our community to 
Seek Jesus, Make Disciples, and Love Always. 
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CONTACT US 

Church Office: 
fremontfumc@gpcom.net  //402-721-0817   

www.fremontfirstumc.org 
 

Rev. Bill Gepford - Senior Pastor 
bill@fremontfirstumc.org // 913-284-9667 

 
Rev. Doug Smith  - Associate Pastor  

racnrev51@twc.com // 402-277-0672 

 

    Att.          Amt. 
  
Sept. 1   226  4718  
Sept. 8   256  3955 
Sept. 15   233  3800 
Sept. 22  208  4697 
    
Vanco Online Giving   -       $8700 
Avg. Attendance in 2018  -    262 

FOR THE RECORD 

EVENTS!  

THANK YOU  

Dinie Jensen would like to thank Fremont First UMC for the wonderful words of encouragement, 
both on cards and in person. She was very blessed to work along side so many children ministry, 
youth group, Pie Parlor and doubly blessed by those of us who gave time to tutor a child through By 
My Side.  

Claude Harder would like to thank all the members of the Fremont First UMC for all that you did for 
the Camp Fontanelle Bar-B-Que this year! Special thanks to those who prepared the meat, setting up 
the parking lot, the quilters, and those that worked during the week, and on the Bar-B-Que Sunday.  

CONGRATULATIONS  

Congratulations to Lisa and Jacob Palmer on the baptism of their children, Karleigh, Benjamin, and 
Jameson Palmer! They were baptized on Sunday, September 8th at the 11 am service.  

Congratulations to Desirae and Cooper Self! They were married on Saturday, September 14th.  

Congratulations to Ciera and Trevor Krzyzanowski! They were married on Saturday, September 21st.  

Congratulations to Brandon Fields on getting baptized on Sunday, September 22nd! He was baptized 
at the 11 am service.  

Congratulations to the following third graders on receiving their bibles on Sunday, September 15th.  

Collins Barnhart, Kyler Francis, Karleigh Husen, Kallee Kempnar, Richard Ottis, Carter Paulson, Mia 
Wagner.  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!  

90+ Years Young!  

Virginia Rasmussen 10/03  

Joan Martin 10/17 

Marjorie Gottula 10/19 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT LIVE  

Dinner @ 5:30 pm  

 Youth and Adult Programming @ 6 pm  

Youth Group @7 pm  

THEME NIGHTS  

October 2nd: Camo Night  

October 9th: Bring a Friend Night  

October 16th: Fun Hair Night! 

October 23rd: Orange Night  

October 30th: Costume Party!  

MONROE MINISTRIES OCTOBER TRIPS 

Please sign up in the Fireside Room, or contact Tammy 
in the office, if you’d like to go.  

October 4th: Quilt’s Around the World, quilt museum 
in Lincoln, NE.  

October 17th: Baker’s Chocolate Shop,     
Greenwood, NE 



MESSAGE FROM PASTOR BILL  
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Dear Fremont First UMC,  
 
You are invited!  On October 27th, Fremont First United Methodist Church will have a churchwide 
celebration Sunday!  Our team leaders have accomplished quite a lot in the past few years, and while 
it's easy to get so focused on what is ahead of us, we are going to take a moment and celebrate all 
that has been accomplished thanks to the hard work of our incredible volunteers.   
 
Here’s how we got here: Three years ago (before I arrived) our trustees recognized a growing need to 
renovate the stained glass windows in our sanctuary; there was a need for both cosmetic cleaning 
and structural repairs.  Given the size of the project, it was clear this would be a multiyear, church-
wide undertaking that would significantly impact the look of our sanctuary for generations to come. 
As we neared the final stages of this project, it became clear that this deserves a celebration - and 
prompted our church council to ask the question ‘what others large scale projects have been accom-
plished over the years that largely went unnoticed or under-celebrated?  
 
The answer?  Quite a few. The nursery.  The screens. The sound system.  The youth room. The boiler. 
The tuck pointing.  The confirmation room. The bathrooms.  
 
And those are just the physical changes.  
 
It's been a busy time at Fremont First UMC!  Sometimes, it's worth taking a moment to stop and cel-
ebrate.  Each of these projects was the result of weeks, months - or sometimes even years - of hard 
work by volunteers in our church, striving behind the scenes to make a difference in our church and 
community.   
 
On Sunday, October 27th we are going to have a combined worship service followed by a church 
wide brunch and then an open house where you can tour and learn firsthand about many of the pro-
jects that our various lay leadership teams have accomplished over the past few years.  You’ll have an 
opportunity to see the stained glass up close, hear the improvements in the sound system, and learn 
about many of the projects that have happened behind the scenes to allow our community to seek 
Jesus, Make Disciples, and Love Always. 
 
I hope you’ll join us for our combined worship service at 9:30 on Sunday, October 27th, and plan to 
stay for the brunch and open house!  
 
Here’s a snapshot of the logistics:  
9:30 am combined worship service featuring both our Chancel Choir and our Praise Band.   
11:00 am Brunch in the basement 
11:45 am  Church wide open house with tours of the stained glass windows, nursery renovation, new 
sound booth, and other recently completed projects. 
 
Grace and Peace,  
 
Bill Gepford  
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LIFE HOUSE MEAL NEEDED 

Our new schedule for 2019 Life House Meals has been revamped.  First Church will only be serving  the first Friday of 
each month.  So far, we have January–November filled.  December 6 is still available. If you can help with this please call 
Linda Ott.  (402-720-0557).  

Meals consist of a main dish, vegetable, salad and milk. No desserts are needed anymore.  We have a large selection of 
pantry items and frozen meat available for you to use.  Also, there are funds to purchase additional items if needed.  Cur-
rently, we will keep the milk as a separate donation each month.  There will be a sign up sheet in the Fireside Room if you 
wish to help with this.  Simply purchase 2 gallons of milk and deliver to Life House or bring to the church the day of meal. 
Thanks to everyone who is involved with this important outreach that helps our community and neighbors. 

It’s Sunday morning.  The church building stretches and settles in for the morning as the familiar fragrance of freshly 
brewed coffee wafts through the air, while the energy of conversation begins to build and buzz in the Fireside 
Room.  Helen Drumright and her welcoming grin widens as she serves a warm cookie and a kind word.  And you 
can just feel the love radiating from Helen’s authentic generosity.  Serving at Coffee Hour is just one of the many 
ways in which Helen Drumright gives of herself to others and the Kingdom of God.  Helen’s 91 years have all been 
spent serving in the United Methodist Church, and she wouldn’t have it any other way.  Helen has a passion for 
child development and has been a faithful volunteer tutor for the By My Side tutor program since its genesis, helping 
hundreds of children in the Fremont area.   

Helen holds a deep understanding for the ability that food has for enveloping people into the fold of love and com-
munity.  She has served in various positions of United Methodist Women, including President, Secretary and chair 
of the Annual Salad Luncheon. Helen helped design the system we now use for funeral Chairman, callers, and food 
donations. As an added tangible effort to her selfless heart, Helen makes sure to hand make her famous eggs salad 
for sandwiches at almost every celebration of life.  Helen lovingly makes and creates warm and tasty meals for Life 
House homeless shelter (formerly known as Care Corps), and serves meals to those recently bedridden or hospital-
ized in and effort to make sure that each one of God’s children has enough to eat. 

Helen enjoys staying active serving on the Monroe Senior Adult Ministry committee where she plans trips and pre-
pares food for luncheons on a very regular basis.  Helen loves to stay involved with Quilters, Busy Bee’s Sewing 
Group, and Prayer Weavers.  In addition to all of this, Helen volunteered her time and aided in the library reorgani-
zation when it moved from its downstairs location to the second floor, quite an undertaking indeed! 

Helen can often be found taking a new member of Fremont First United Methodist Church under her wing, intro-
ducing them to others, making them feel welcome, and introducing them to all of the happenings of the church so 
they may plug in with all of the many activities we have to offer. 

Helen is not just someone who loves others but is a great example of someone that helps 
others to love others. In her free time, Helen enjoys traveling to visit her three children 
and two grandchildren, whom we have no doubt have the opportunity to sample her 
cooking! 

We proudly nominate Helen Drumright for October’s Servant Spotlight.   

This is why we think Helen is the true meaning of someone who is  

Seeking Jesus, Making Disciples, and Loving Always.  

SERVANT SPOTLIGHT  

Welcome to a series celebrating some of our Fremont First UMC family as they       

Seek Jesus, Make Disciples, and Love Always.   

SERVING OUR NEIGHBORS 

Thank you to all that participated in the Diaper Drive! We raised a grand total of $1700. Nice job 
church!  

WINTER WEAR DRIVE SUPPLY LIST  

All items must be new or gently used. Here are the following items that we are looking for this year 
to help our friends at Washington Elementary School.  

Youth and adult sized coats, gloves, scarves, hats and blankets.  

Donations can be dropped off in the Fireside Room. Thank you for your cooperation and donations!  

YOUTH NEWS 

If you are in eighth grade and still looking to join our confirmation class of 2019-2020, we would love 
to have you! Please contact Jill Harman in the office if you have any questions.  

Helen Drumright 
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